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The current study critically examined Japan’s regional revitalization (chiho-soset) policy and its associated
subsidies, which are designed to halt the rapid decreases in population in these areas and the excessive population
concentration in Tokyo’s special wards. Masuda and others have suggested the possibility that 896 municipalities
will become completely depopulated by 2040, based on an extreme decrease in the population of young women
(aged 20-39 years). Masuda’s findings caused widespread concern, and in response, the Japanese government
established the regional revitalization policy in 2014. After introducing not only the aims of regional revitalization
and the distribution of its subsidies but also discussions on the evolution of this policy, the author argued the
necessity of moving certain head offices and administrative functions from Tokyo’s special wards into large
cities other than the Tokyo metropolitan area. His assertion was based on the notion that regional centers
and prefectural cities are not sufficiently able to provide “dams for preventing population outflows,” even with
subsidies aimed at increasing population, because of the high outflow of youth from these cities to Tokyo’s
special wards. If regional centers and prefectural cities were revitalized by transferring higher-order urban
functions from Tokyo’s special wards, these cities, small and medium-sized cities and rural municipalities in
their tributary areas also may be able to achieve revitalization. Although it could contribute to raising the birth
rate in all regions of Japan, the author warns that realizing such a scenario will be not easy. Additionally, as the
concept of small hub (chiisana-kyoten) is important for maintaining the living standards of inhabitants in areas
seen as peripheral, small hubs (chiisana-kyoten) should be established in all areas with the same conditions in Japan.

Key words: regional revitalization (chiho-soset), dam function, regional revitalization subsidy, excess population
concentration in Tokyo, small hub (chiisana-kyoten)
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RGRFEHE &L Lol BIAEREE 5 (2016~199FF)

Table 1. Promoting subsidies for regional revitalization seen from each project (FY2016-2019)
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F2FK WHAEREAERE (JehK - BRB % 1 7)) ORMGRIRAHBEEE (2016~20194FE) & 20454
FMOANBAFEH (2015F-4100L 5 %)
Table 2. The municipality ratio adopted promoting subsidies for regional revitalization in each prefecture and
estimated population indices in 2045

HEIT SRSy XTS5 Gl AT A | ZEFHERIR | 204548

EISENE ) T 4 T T DERPVE | BIBES | TEIAR

we (0 (e T (e B D O6) |
JeifiE 20 1,559,775 194 6,368,086 214 7,927,861 1,473.0 69.3 74.4
HARE 18 1,199,714 34 1,144,775 52 2,344,489 1,792.4 50.0 63.0
HFER 15 957,214 51 1,233,961 66 2,191,175 1,711.9 72.7 69.1
TR 7 1,559,353 46 1,667,859 53 3,227,212 1,382.7 65.7 775
BRI 21 1,337,218 31 705,965 52 2,043,183 1,997.2 84.0 58.8
L B 15 1,879,802 50 1,947,414 65 3,827,216 3,405.0 88.6 68.4
(el 20 2,493,752 51 1,492,863 71 3,986,615 2,082.9 67.8 68.7
PRI 20 1,436,982 55 1,520,709 75 2,957,691 1,013.9 95.5 76.6
TN 17 1,321,438 60 1,036,712 77 2,358,150 1,194.6 100.0 79.0
TR IR 15 1,763,266 35 846,796 50 2,610,062 1,322.9 74.3 78.7
BB 11 423,129 44 1,340,395 55 1,763,524 242.7 52.4 89.8
THER 7 254,450 66 1,961,104 73 2,215,554 356.0 74.1 87.8
HUHS 3 182,643 33 718,506 36 901,149 66.7 41.9 100.7
TS 1] I 16 718,450 50 1,469,604 66 2,188,054 239.8 75.8 91.1
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IR 12 2,433,438 45 1,504,502 57 3,937,940 3,694.1 100.0 76.7
R 7 1,947,837 27 1,845,235 34 3,793,072 3,286.9 94.7 82.1
fE I 11 1,398,185 31 938,357 42 2,336,542 2,968.9 88.2 78.1
AL 9 574,287 26 534,930 35 1,109,217 1,328.4 51.9 71.7
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i ] B 12 3,021,320 69 3,414,665 81 6,435,985 1,261.5 83.3 89.3
=t 15 1,123,572 19 651,122 34 1,774,694 2,130.5 65.0 79.7
Rl I 14 2,968,308 26 2,329,066 40 5,297,374 3,847.0 100.0 71.3
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JEE U U 16 1,501,786 53 1,234,538 69 2,736,324 1,660.4 83.7 73.1
T R 10 503,895 11 219,771 21 723,666 504.6 22.0 99.6
&t 675 74,328,955 | 2,305 79,292,841 | 2,980 153,621,796
CF5) 2,051.8 76.2 78.1
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Figure 1. The relationship between adopted promoting subsidies per
population and the estimated population indices in 2045 compared
with the populations of 2015 in each prefecture
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