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An Analysis of Factors Influencing Community Acceptance on Geothermal Power
Development—The Cases of Yanaizu-Nishiyama and Oguni Geothermal Power Plants
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Abstract: Although Japan is very rich in geothermal resources, the geothermal power development
has stagnated due to the high cost, strict development regulations and ingrained opposition
campaigns of the local residents. In the near future, consensus building is most likely to be the biggest
issue on the geothermal power development. The purpose of this study is to clarify some factors that
could influence community acceptance through a comparative analysis of the two case studies. As a
result, we have found that some noticeable difference between the two. They are: the diversity in the
use of geothermal resources in the local areas, the concreteness of information that could affect the

risk recognition of the local residents, and the process of the risk management by developers.
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